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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppHcant's submission filed on 4/15/04 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment received on 3/22/04 has been entered and made of record. 
Currently, claims 1-12, 14-36, and 38-46 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 10-12, 14, and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 10, line 32, "output unit" should read " printer unit", in accordance with the 
current amendment; 

claims 11, 12, and 14, each being dependent on claim 10, are objected to for the same 
reasons as claim 10, which were noted above; and 

in claim 18, line 30, "output unit" should read " printer unit", in accordance with the 
current amendment. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 15, 17, 19, 20, 23-26, 28-33, 39, 42, 43, and 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen (U.S. Patent Number 5,930,346). 

Regarding claims 1 and 24, Chen discloses a facsimile apparatus (customer premise 
switching module 103, column 2, lines 1 through 15) and method adapted to accommodate a 
plurality of telephone lines (lines 100, 104, 107, 108, and 109) connectable with respective 
different remote partners at a same time (see Figs. 1 and 4), comprising a first facsimile 
communication unit (relay 410) connectable with a first telephone line (line 100, see Fig. 4), 
adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a remote 
partner via the first telephone line (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), a second 
facsimile communication unit (relay 414) connectable with a second telephone line (line 104, see 
Fig. 4), adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a 
remote partner via the second telephone line (column 7, line 56 through colunrn 8, line 58), a 
power supply unit (combinatorial logic 402) adapted to supply power to the first and second 
facsimile communication units (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 27), a detection unit 
(ringing detector 403, caller ID decoder 401, digit receiver 404, and loop_I detectors 420-429) 
for detecting actuation factors for the first and second facsimile conununication units (column 8, 
line 48 through column 9, line 56), and a controller (combinatorial logic 402) adapted to, when 
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the first and second facsimile communication units are on standby, control the power supply unit 
to supply power to the second facsimile communication unit but not to supply power to the first 
facsimile communication unit, in order to retain the first facsimile communication unit as it is on 
standby (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), in response to detection of an actuation 
factor for the second facsimile communication unit by the detection unit (column 7, Une 56 
through column 8, line 58), wherein each of the first and second facsimile communication units 
can execute communication of data, independently, and while one of these facsimile 
communication units is executing the communication, the other facsimile communication unit 
can be retained on standby, thereby reducing power dissipation (column 9, lines 39 through 59). 

However, Chen does not expressly disclose if the first and second facsimile 
communication units actually execute communication of image data, as they are seen in Fig. 1 
and 4 to be connected to respective telephones 130 and 134. But Chen does teach that facsimile 
data, which is inherently image data, can be transmitted using the invention, as read in column 2, 
lines 1 through 55, wherein facsimile machines are included in the home automation (HA) 
systems. Further, in column 8, lines 5 through 58, various HA service entities are registered in a 
"guest list", whereby if a match to the Caller ID appears, the corresponding relay is energized 
and activated for a commxmication session. Because of this, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to consider that the first and second 
communication units as facsimile communication units that execute the conmiunication of image 
data, as required in the claim. 

Regarding claims 2 and 25, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively; and fiirther teaches that the detection unit detects an actuation 
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factor in response to detection of a call signal from the second telephone line (column 1, line 56 
through column 9, line 56). 

Regarding claims 3 and 26, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches that an actuation factor is detected in response 
to a key inputted by a user through an operation unit (column 7, line 3 through column 9, line 
38). 

Regarding claims 5 and 28, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, and further teaches of a relay for turning on and off power from the power 
supply unit to the second facsimile communication unit (column 7, line 56 through column 9, 
line 56), wherein the first facsimile communication unit tums on the relay in response to 
detection of an actuation factor by the detection unit (colunan 7, line 56 through column 9, line 
56). 

Regarding claims 6 and 29, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches that the power supply unit is adapted to switch 
whether or not power is supplied to the second facsimile conmiunication unit, and wherein the 
first facsimile communication unit enables the power supply unit to start supplying power to the 
second facsimile communication unit in response to detection of an actuation factor by the 
detection unit (column 7, line 56 through column 9, line 56). 

Regarding claims 7 and 30, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches that the second facsimile communication unit 
suspends supplying a clock signal to the second communication unit itself while on standby 
(column 9, line 39 through column 10, line 44), and starts supplying the clock signal to the 
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second facsimile communication unit itself in response to an actuation signal from the first 
facsimile communication unit (column 9, line 39 through column 10, line 44). 

Regarding claims 8 and 31, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches that the second facsimile communication unit 
is provided with a power source control unit operating even on standby, and wherein the second 
facsimile communication unit suspends supplying power to the second facsimile communication 
unit itself while on standby, and starts supplying power to the second facsimile communication 
unit itself in response to an actuation signal from the first facsimile communication unit (column 
7, line 56 through column 9, line 56). 

Regarding claims 9 and 32, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above in 
claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches of a second detection unit adapted to detect an 
actuation factor with respect to the first facsimile communication unit, wherein the first facsimile 
communication unit is provided with a low power dissipation control unit operating even on 
standby, and wherein the first facsimile communication unit shifts to a low power dissipation 
state while on standby, and the low power dissipation control unit causes the first facsimile 
communication unit to shift to an operational state in response to an actuation signal from the 
second detection unit (column 7, line 56 through column 9, line 56). 

Regarding claims 15 and 39, Chen discloses a facsimile apparatus (customer premise 
switching module 103, column 2, lines 1 through 15) and method adapted to accommodate a 
plurality of telephone lines (lines 100, 104, 107, 108, and 109) connectable with respective 
different remote partners at a same time (see Figs. 1 and 4), comprising a first facsimile 
communication unit (relay 410) connectable with a first telephone line (line 100, see Fig. 4), 
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adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a remote 
partner via the first telephone line (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), a second 
facsimile communication unit (relay 414) connectable with a second telephone line (line 104, see 
Fig. 4), adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a 
remote partner via the second telephone line (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), a 
reading unit adapted to read image data (digit receiver 404, column 10, lines 19 through 44), an 
instruction unit adapted to instruct transmission of the image data read by the reading unit 
(column 8, line 16 through column 10, line 44), a power supply unit (combinatorial logic 402) 
adapted to supply power to the first and second facsimile communication units (column 7, line 
56 through column 8, line 27), and a controller (combinatorial logic 402) adapted to, when the 
first and second facsimile communication units are on standby, in response to an instruction fi-om 
the instruction unit during a communication by the first facsimile communication unit, shift the 
second facsimile communication unit fi-om a standby state of not receiving power fi-om the 
power supply unit to an operational state of receiving power fi-om the power supply unit in order 
to transmit image data (column 8, line 17 through column 9, line 45), and in response to an 
instruction fi-om the instruction unit, shift the first facsimile communication unit fi-om a standby 
state to an operational state in order to transmit data fi-om the first facsimile communication unit, 
while retaining the second communication as it is on standby without shifting the second 
facsimile communication unit to an operational state (column 8, line 17 through column 9, line 
45). 

However, Chen does not expressly disclose if the first and second facsimile 
communication units actually execute communication of image data, as they are seen in Fig. 1 
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and 4 to be connected to respective telephones 130 and 134. But Chen does teach that facsimile 
data, which is inherently image data, can be transmitted using the invention, as read in column 2, 
lines 1 through 55, wherein facsimile machines are included in the home automation (HA) 
systems. Further, in column 8, lines 5 through 58, various HA service entities are registered in a 
"guest list", whereby if a match to the Caller ID appears, the corresponding relay is energized 
and activated for a communication session. Because of this, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to consider that the first and second 
communication units as facsimile communication units that execute the communication of image 
data, as required in the claim. 

Regarding claims 17 and 33, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above 
in claims 1 and 24, respectively, and further teaches that the controller shifts the first facsimile 
commimication unit from a standby state to an operational state in response to detection of an 
actuation factor for the first communication unit by the detection unit (column 7, line 56 through 
column 9, line 56). 

Regarding claims 19 and 42, Chen discloses a facsimile apparatus (customer premise 
switching module 103, colunm 2, lines 1 through 15) and method adapted to accommodate a 
plurality of telephone lines (lines 100, 104, 107, 108, and 109) connectable with respective 
different remote partners at a same time (see Figs. 1 and 4), comprising a first facsimile 
communication unit (relay 410) connectable with a first telephone line (line 100, see Fig. 4), 
adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a remote 
partner via the first telephone line (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), a second 
facsimile communication unit (relay 414) connectable with a second telephone line (line 104, see 
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Fig. 4), adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby, and adapted to communicate with a 
remote partner via the second telephone line (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), a 
first controller for controlling the first facsimile communication unit (loop i detector 420), the 
first controller adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby (column 9, lines 39 through 59), a 
second controller for controlling the second facsimile communication unit (loop_I detector 424), 
the second controller adapted to reduce power dissipation on standby (column 9, lines 39 through 
59), and a power supply unit (combinatorial logic 402) adapted to supply power to the first and 
second facsimile communication units and the first and second controllers (column 7, line 56 
through column 8, line 27), wherein the first controller includes a detection unit adapted to detect 
actuation factors for the first and second facsimile communication units (column 8, line 48 
through column 9, line 56), and when the first and second facsimile communication units and the 
first and second controllers are in a standby state, the second facsimile communication unit and 
the second controller shift fi-om the standby state of not receiving power fi-om the power supply 
unit to an operational state in response to detection of an actuation factor for the second facsimile 
communication unit by the detection unit (column 7, line 56 through column 8, line 58), 
retaining the first communication unit and the first controller as they are on standby (column 7, 
line 56 through column 8, line 58). 

However, Chen does not expressly disclose if the first and second facsimile 
communication units actually execute communication of facsimile data, as they are seen in Fig, 1 
and 4 to be connected to respective telephones 130 and 134. 

But Chen does teach that facsimile data, which is inherently image data, can be 
transmitted using the invention, as read in column 2, lines 1 through 55, wherein facsimile 
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machines are included in the home automation (HA) systems. Further, in column 8, lines 5 
through 58, various HA service entities are registered in a "guest list", whereby if a match to the 
Caller ID appears, the corresponding relay is energized and activated for a communication 
session. 

Because of this, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to consider that the first and second communication units as facsimile 
communication units that execute the communication of facsimile data. 

Regarding claims 20 and 43, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above 
in claims 19 and 42, respectively, and further teaches that the first facsimile communication unit 
and the first controller shift from the standby state to an operational state in response to detection 
of an actuation factor for the first facsimile communication unit by the detection unit (column 7, 
line 56 through column 9, Hne 56). 

Regarding claims 23 and 46, Chen discloses the apparatus and method discussed above 
in claims 19 and 42, and further teaches of an input unit adapted to input image data (column 2, 
lines 1 through 48) and an instruction unit adapted to instruct transmission of the image data 
inputted by the input unit (column 8, line 61 through column 9, line 56), wherein the fost 
controller shifts the second facsimile communication unit and the second controller from the 
standby state to the operational state in accordance with an instruction by the instruction unit 
(colunrn 7, hne 56 through column 9, line 56). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 34-36, 38, and 41 are allowed. 

7. Claims 10-12, 14, and 18 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objection 
noted above regarding independent claims 10 and 18. 

8. Claims 4, 16, 21, 22, 27, 40, 44, and 45 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Condusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 
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